FOREIGN LANDS

and cannot put up any fight. Capital is not God;
it is only a means to an end,"

"The general impression I gather, is that you
are returning, if not to your starting-point, at
least to the neighbourhood of your earlier

notions."

"Speaking generally, I am burning my boats,"
he replied. "I make a fresh start; but I do not
hesitate to learn from my earlier experiences."
Seeing that we had come to a deadlock in this
matter, I turned to the question of France:
"You spoke, not long ago, of the unlikelihood
of the establishment of a republic in Italy. Do
you think the republic is stabilised in France?"
"The republic won the war. That is a firm
foundation."
"The French have been spoken of as the
Chinese of Europe, because they seem to shut
themselves behind a wall and to ignore, more
or less, what is going on in the rest of the
continent. Yet they are greatly stirred by thoughts
of power and glory. How do you account for
the way in which the petty-bourgeois spirit
marches hand in hand with the representative
idea?"
"You are mooting a problem which is typical
of French psychology," said Mussolini. "On the
individual plane, the Frenchman is small; on the
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